NOTES ON THE BIRDS OF THE LONDA 
NEIGHBOURHOOD, BOMBAY PRESIDENCY. 


BY 

Walter Koelz. 

In 1938 I spent from January 7 to March 13 in the vicinity of 
Londa, North Kanara, Bombay Presidency, and among other 
things, collected birds. The region covered during the course of 
this collecting was roughly the triangle, about 15 miles on a side, 
formed by a line joining Londa, Supa and Castle Rock. The area 
is in the peneplain of the Western Ghats with an average elevation 
of about 2,000 feet. The terrain consists of worn-down knobs and 
low hills with w r cll-formed and numerous drainage channels. In 
general, the mountain-core, is covered with earth, with outcroppings 
only on certain shoulders, and most of the region is forested. The 
soil on the elevations is generally thin and there the forest growth 
is scrubby and the species are mainly deciduous. Where the soil 
is deeper the growths become denser and evergreens become increas¬ 
ingly important. Scattered through most of the area there are small 
clearings, given over to rice growing, with somewhere at the side, 
the clustered huts of the cultivators. For the most part, the fields 
were fallow in winter, for want of water to irrigate them, but in 
favoured places at the lower levels the rice was being transplanted 
in February. The largest of these small settlements are Castle 
Rock and Londa, each with a railroad station, Supa and Jagalbed, 
all of them with a post office. The only extensive strip of un¬ 
broken forest in the delimited area is that between Jagalbed and 
Supa, and in it there are patches of well-grown trees. One also 
sees groves of such even among the clearings. There is abundant 
water in the streams, even in winter, so that crocodiles lived 
within a stone’s throw of the railway station at Londa, and the 
large river at Supa was far too deep to wade. Ponds were small 
and rare. Water birds were limited in numbers and of few species, 
and some widely-distributed species, like ducks, were totally absent. 
Land birds were plentiful and many of the species were generally 
distributed and of common occurrence. Only a few were rare. 
There were few suitable habitats for species like Saxicoloides fuli - 
cata, Monticola s. pandoo and Rhophodytes viridirostris, and some 
like Ceyx tridactylus , Halcyon pileata , Dinopiuni j. malabaricum, 
A rachnoihera l. vuntynci , Alseonax m. muttiii seemed to prefer 
relatively restricted parts of major habitats. A few species like 
Oreocincla d. neilgherriensis, Hippolais c. rarna, Muscicapa p. albi- 
cilla, Lalage inn. melaschista, Ploceus p. travancoreensis, Circus 
pygargus, Ducula b. cuprea , reported from single specimens, may 
be strays in the region or seasonally absent. Anthus r. godlewskii 
was apparently a short-stay visitor. 
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Specimens collected are in my collection. 

Corvus uiacrorhynchos culminatus Sykes. The Southern Jungle-Crow. 

Occurred in some numbers around the villages. 

Wing measurements 3 $ 289-304; 3 9 278-301 mm. 

Corvus splendens splendens Vieillot. The Common Indian IIouse-Crow. 

Occurred with the preceding. 

Wing measurements 2 267, 270; 3 9 262-264 mm. 

Dendrocitta vagabunda. The Indian Tree-Pie. 

Common, in pairs in the open jungle. Londa birds are much larger and 
paler than the Malabar race parvula and are darker than pallida of the 
north. 

Wing measurements 7 143-150; 6 9 140-150 mm. 

Machlolophus xanthogenys xanthonotus Koelz 1 . 

Occurred everywhere except in the dense forest, usually in small flocks or 
in pairs most often in company with foraging flocks of other birds. These 
troupes usually contained : Sitta f. simplex, Alcippe p. brncei, /Egithina t. humei, 
l ole icterica, TIemipus p. picatus , Tephrodornis g. sylvicola, Chaptia a. 
malayensis, Pericrocotns flammeus, P. c. cinnamomeus, Phylloscopus 0. 
occipitalis, P. n. nitidus, with at least a half dozen of each species. Other 
species were often to be found also and it was always worthwhile to follow 
the army as it moved, not too leisurely, in a broad band through the forest. 
Several such troupes could be found in the course of a halfday’s travel. In early 
morning the members were most conspicuous. 

Sitta frontalis simplex Koelz 1 . 

The species was found frequently, single or in pairs, often in the wandering 
troupes. 

Garrulax delesserti (Jerdon). The Wynaad Laughing-Thrush. 

A flock of about a dozen was found in a dense thicket near Castle Rock 
on March 6 and 7 and three were collected. No others were seen. 

Turdoides somervillei malabaricus (Jerdon). The Malabar Jungle Babbler. 

This species was abundantly represented in Hocks of about a dozen noisy 
members at the border of fields or throughout the scrub forest. They liked 
particularly the camps where the oxcart-drivers stopped to refresh themselves 
and their animals, and were there very tame. I always looked to see what 
the cause was when they made a special commotion, because elsewhere I 
have found the species helpful in locating small owls, but here I seldom 
found out a reason for their excitement and only a few times found a bird, 
always Ketupa. 

Wing measurements 4 101-106; 6 9 (93) 101-109 111m. 

Argya subrufa (Jerdon). The Rufous Babbler. 

Occurred in flocks of 6-8, most often at the edge of the forest. The birds 
were as a rule rather quiet and probably were often overlooked. A flock 
might be found everyday by looking in the right places. 

Wing measurements 7 90-93 ; 6 9 88-92.5 mm. 

Pomatorhimis horsfieldii travancoreensis Harington. The Southern Indian 
Scimitar-Babbler. 

Common in small flocks usually in the thickets but also often in the 
tree tops with the mixed troupes. They have a variety of notes and their 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc. Biol. Soc ., 
Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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vocalization is one of the liveliest features of the jungle. Londa birds ^ are 

similar to my series from the Palnis and Nilgiris. 

Wing measurements 8 $ (94) 99-101.5; 7 9 88-96 mm. 

Dumetia hyperythra albogularis (Blyth). The White-throated Babbler. 

Flocks of about 10 were found occasionally, most often in the thickets at 
the edge of fields or along water. 

Wing measurements 8 (52) 55-57; 8 9 52-55.5 mm. 

Pellorneum ruiiceps ruficeps Swainson. The Spotted Babbler. 

An abundant species, occurring in pairs, always in the scrub forest. 

Collected specimens are much like a series from Mahendra Giri, Orissa 

with a tendency to be somewhat richer in color. 

Wing measurements 10 (70) 73-76; 9 66-73 mm - 

Alcippe poioicephala brucei Hume. The Bombay Quaker-Babbler. 

One of the common species, found in flocks of 6-10 in deep woods or 

in open scrub, a common constituent of the mixed troupes. Specimens taken 

in early March were breeding. Collected specimens are like a series from 

Mahendra Giri, Orissa. 

Wing measurements 4 $ 72-73.5; 9 9 66.5-71 mm. 

Rhopocichla atriceps atriceps (Jerdon). The Black-headed Babbler. 

Like the preceding but not so commonly found in the travelling flocks 

and more often near the ground. March specimens were nesting. 

Wing measurements 4 <$ 58.5-61 ; 7 9 56-5-58.5 mm. 

/Lgithina tiphia Iiumei Stuart Baker. The Central Indian Iora. 

One of the common elements of the troupes. Specimens taken ppor 

to March show no black feathers on the body proper. 

Wing measurements 8 cJ 63-66 ; 6 9 62-63.5 (65) mm. 

Chloropsis auriirons davidsoni Stuart Baker. The Malabar Chloropsis. 

Usually occurred in pairs and were found feeding on the Butea frondosa 
blooms. 

Wing measurements 10 (87.5) 91-97; 3 9 86-88.5 mm. 

Microscelis psaroides ganeesa (Sykes). The Southern Indian Black Bulbul. 

I have usually found this and others of its races to occur in flocks, 
but at Londa I never saw more than pairs. They were not common but 
occurred throughout the region wherever there were trees. 

Wing measurements 10 112-120; 3 9 107.5-m mm. 

Molpastes cafer cafer (Linnaeus). The Ceylon Red-vented Bulbul. 

This was one of the commonest birds. Usually small Hocks were seen, 
most often in the thickets around fields. 

Wing measurements 4 <5 91.5-96; 11 9 87.5-90 (92) mm. 

Otocompsa jocosa fuscicaudata Gould. The Southern Red-whiskered 
Bulbul. 

Like the preceding, but more numerous. One specimen taken January 
26 has only one leg. The stump is completely healed. One 9 has albino 
primaries on both wings. One other specimen has the entire plumage stained 
light brown. 

Wing measurements 8 $ 84-87 ; 2 9 80, 81 mm. 

I ole icterica icterica (Strickland). The Yellow-browed Bulbul. 

This was a common element in the troupes and occurred most often in 
flocks of 6-10. 

Wing measurements 10 $ (90) 92-96; 4 9 88.5-90.5 mm, 
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Pycnonotus gularis (Gould). The Ruby-throated Bulbul. 

Only four specimens were taken, though others were seen. The species was 
rather rare and was seen only in the thickets on low ground along the rivers. 

Wing measurements $ 76; 3 9 70-72 mm. 

Pycnonotus luteolus luteolus (Lesson). The White-browed Bulbul. 

This species was not seen except at Londa where one or two were found 
on several occasions in a suitable patch of bushes on a dry slope. The birds 
stay hidden in the btishes and unless they sing or call they would be over¬ 
looked. 

Wing measurements 2 G 89, 90 mm. 

Microtarsus poiocephalus (Jerdon). The Grey-headed Bulbul. 

In the brushy country about Castle Rock the species was rather common. 
Usually several were found together. Though they stayed hidden in the thickets 
they were usually calling. 

Wing measurements 8 76-79.5 ; 3 9 73 ‘ 5~77 mm. 

Saxicola caprata rupchandi Koelz 1 . 

Occurred in the fallow fields, in pairs. Common. 

Saxicola torquata maura Pallas. 

Found in the same situations as the last, but rather rare. 

Wing measurements 3 <$ 67-69.5 ; 2 9 61.5, 66 mm. 

Phoenicurus ochruros rufiventris (Vieillot). The Eastern Indian Redstart. 

Two females were taken and two others were seen. 

Wing measurements 83 mm. 

Luscinia suecica (Linnaeus). 

A few individuals could always be found along the rivers where the beds 
were half dry and thin bushes and grass offered shelter. Around the fallow 
fields they also found a suitable habitat. For want of named material of 
the many Siberian races I am unable to assign a subspecific name to these 
birds. 

Wing measurements 3 <$ 68, 72, 75 ; 10 9 (67*5) 69-72 mm. 

Luscinia pectoralis pectoralis (Gould). 

Only a single specimen was observed, a female collected in an old rice 
field on February 15 (W 75 mm.). 

Tarsiger brunnea brunnea (Hodgson). The Indian Blue Chat. 

Found singly, usually in the undergrowth of heavy forests, or in heavy 
undergrowth on damp ground. 

Wing measurements 7 $ 73.5-80; 4 9 7 2 ~ 7 S -5 mm. 

Saxicoloides fulicafa ptymatura (Vieillot). The Indian Black-backed Robin. 

Rare, probably because the dry open areas with low stunted bushes that 

(he species likes are not developed in the Londa neighbourhood. 

Wing measurements 76; 2 9 68, 70 mm. 

Whistler ( J.B.N.H.S ., xxxviii, p. 286) has decided Vieillot’s name may be 
used for the race of Southern India. My Londa birds differ from the Ceylonese 
fulicata, intermedia of northern Madras Presidency, and the brown-backed 
race of Northern India. I have seen no specimens from anywhere hear 
Pondicherry, which has been designated as the type locality (l.c.) and it may 
be that Vieillot’s name is not applicable to these specimens. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc. Biol. Soc 

Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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Copsychus saularis saularis (Linnaeus). The Indian Magpie. 

Common in pairs, chiefly in the thickets around the edges of fields or 
along open streams. The specimens taken differ from Bengal birds in having 
a shorter wing and the females average somewhat darker. They differ more 
from the Ceylon race ceylonensis. Males of the later are possibly more purplish, 
and have a heavier bill and longer tail and females are darker. 

Wing measurements 7 95-100.5; 5 9 91.5-94 (97) mm. 

Kittacincla malabarica malabarica (Scopoli). The Shama. 

Pairs were found not uncommonly, usually where there were bamboo clumps 
in shade. During the latter part of the collecting period, males were often 
singing. 

Wing measurements 13 $ 93-99; 7 9 (84) 86.5-91 mm. 

Turdus si ml III mus mahraitensis Kinnear and Whistler. The Black-capped 
Blackbird. 

This species was common, mostly in rather dark and damp forest. Usually 
a small flock was seen. 

Wing measurements 7 (j 1 126-133; 8 9 (118) 121-126 mm. 

Geokichla citrina cyanotus (Jardine and Selby). The White-throated Ground- 
Thrush. 

Scattered individuals were common in the forest, almost always near or 
on the ground. 

Wing measurements 4 $ 107-112; 10 9 105-109 mm. 


Oreocincla dauma neilgherriensis Blyth. The Nilgiri Thrush. 

A single specimen was taken in a dark ravine on January 13 and though I 
always kept on the look out, no more were seen. 

Monticola cinclorhyncha (Vigors). The Blue-headed Rock-Thrush. 

Scattered individuals were not uncommon in the dry scrub jungle, often 
with the travelling troupes. 

Wing measurements 10 ( 3 * (97) 99-106; 11 9 96-103 mm. 

Monticola solitaria pandoo (Sykes). The Indian Blue Rock-Thrush. 

Two males were collected, the only individuals of the species seen, on 
March 1 and 12. There are in the Londa neighbourhood low peaks with rock out¬ 
croppings, such as this species likes to frequent, but I did not visit them. 

Wing measurements 114, 115.5 mm. 

Myophonus coeruleus horsfieldii Vigors. The Malabar Whistling Thrush. 

The species was found on wet ground in heavy forest only, where it was 
commmon. No birds were singing. 

Wing measurements 8 $ (150) 1 53 - 5 “ I 5 8 068 ); 9 9 143-151 (155) mm. 

Muscicapa parva parva Bechstein. The European Red-breasted Flycatcher. 

Individuals were frequently found, usually in the thin brush fringes around 
the clearings. About half of collected specimens were in immature plumage. 

Wing measurements 10 (65.5) 67-71.5 ; 7 9 64-67 mm. 

Muscicapa parva albicilla Pallas. The Eastern Red-breasted Flycatcher. 

An adult male was taken on January 13 ; Wing 71 mm. 

Muscicapula pallipes pallipes (Jerdon). The White-bellied Blue Flycatcher. 

Individuals or pairs were commonly found in the low cover of dense shade. 

Wing measurements 15 ( 73 - 5 ) 75-80; 16 9 70.5-74 
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Muscicapula rubeculoides rubeculoides (Vigors). The Blue-throated Flycatcher. 

The species was rare. It occurred in thickets, usually at the edge of heavy 
forest. Specimens collected appear indistinguishable from those of a series 
taken in Bhadwar, Kangra District, Punjab. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 71 -5-77.5 ; 9 68 mm. 

Muscicapula tickelliae tickelliae (Blyth). Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher. 

A common species,, usually in the scrub jungle, and elsewhere, mainly in 
bushes. 

Wing measurements 9 c? (69) 71-74.5; 12 9 68-72.5 mm. 

Eumyias thalassina thalassina (Swainson). The Verditer Flycatcher. 

Occasional specimens were found, usually in dense trees, like Mango, most 
often in clearings. 

Wing measurements 5 <$ 81.5-85 (88.5); 6 9 78-81.5 mm. 

Alseonax latirostris poonensis (Sykes). The Indian Brown Flycatcher. 

The species was not common. Occasional specimens were found in such 
situations as Eumyias frequented. Collections of this species from various 
parts of India show curious variations in size and color and only when 

breeding material is available will it be possible to understand their meaning. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 69-72 ; 2 9 67, 69 mm. Breeding birds of Baijnath, 
Kangra Dt., Punjab : 5 $ 69-71.5 ; 2 9 69, 70 mm. 

Alseonax muttui muttui (Layard). Layard’s Flycatcher. 

Along open streams in thick forest these flycatchers were occasionally 

found. 

Wing measurements 2 72, 75 ; 2 9 67.5, 71 mm. 

Tchitrea paradisi paradisi (Linnaeus). The Indian Paradise Flycatcher. 

Tchifrea paradisi leucogaster (Swainson). 

Paradise flycatchers were not uncommon and occurred generally, except 
in the deep forest. Only two specimens of the 10 in female plumage are of 

the typical race, and two of the 11 adult males. The rest tire leucogaster. 

Hypothymis azurea similis Koelz 1 . 

A common bird, usually found in thickets and scrub jungle in pairs. It was 
often associated with the travelling troupes. 

Lanius schach erythronotus (Vigors). The Rufous-backed Shrike. 

Shrikes were rather common, singly or in pairs, usually in the thickets 
about fields. 

Wing measurements 9 (92.5) 94-98; 6 9 92-95 mm., as compared with 

Kulu (virtually topotypical) 12 < 3 * (86) 88-95 5 2 9 87-89 mm. Strangely, no 
specimens of caniceps were taken, though I have found that race in the Nilgiris 
and at Udaipur. 

Lanius cristatus cristatus Linnaeus. The Brown Shrike. 

Occasional specimens were found in all sorts of woody habitats, even in 
the undergrowth of the dense forest. 

Wing measurements 7 -rf 82-88; 9 <$ 84.5-88 mm. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India*, Proc. Biol. Soc.<, 
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tleaiipus picaius picatus (Sykes). The Black-backed Pied Shrike. 

This was one of the common species of the hunting bands; some half 

dozen were usually found together. 

Wing measurements 7 60.5-66; 6 9 61-63 mm. 

Tephrodortiis gularis sylvicola Jerdon. The Malabar Wood-Shrike. 

This was one of the common elements of the hunting troupes ; often a 

dozen or more were seen together. When called, they were tame and curious. 

Wing measurements 7 U H4-5-i2o; 9 9 H4-H9.5 mm. 

Tephrodornis pondicerianus ward Koelz 1 . 

Common in pairs or in small parties in the thin scrub jungle. Birds taken 
in early March were getting ready to breed. 

Pericrocotus flamineus (Forster). The Orange Minivet. 

A common element of the mixed assemblies, usually in small parties. 

Wing measurements 12 adult <S 67.5-94; 7 9 67-95.5 mm. 

Pericrocotus cinnamomeus cinnamomeus (Linnaeus). 

About as common as Tephrodornis p. warei and of about the same ecolog¬ 
ical preferences. Specimens taken are like those of Ceylon in color. 

Wing measurements 7 ($ 68.5-71 ; 5 9 68-71.5 mm. 

Lalage melaschisia melaschista (Hodgson). The Dark Grey Cuckoo-Shrike. 
1 got a female on February 8, the only time the species was seen. 

Lalage sykesi sykesi Strickland. The Black-headed Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Usually found singly, and not uncommonly in the bamboo clumps in more 
open country. 

Wing, measurements 13 <S (98) 100-106; 8 9 98.-103 mm. 

Graucalus javensis macei (Lesson). The Large Indian Cuckoo-Shrike. 

Rather rare. Seen singly or in pairs in the heavy forest or in the larger 
trees of the open country. 

Wing measurements 4 157-161 ; 2 9 t6o, 161.5 mm. 

Artamus fuscus Vieillot. The Ashy Swallow-Shrike. 

Occasional flocks, of up to 8 individuals, were seen in the clearings, where 
the birds perched on some high dead tree, and from thence hunted flying 
insects. 

Wing measurements 7 132-138; 5 9 I 3° _I 37 mm. 

Dicrurus longicaudatus longicaudatus (Jerdon). The Indian Grey Drongo. 

Common in small flocks' in the scrub jungle. March birds are moulting. 
Wing measurements 11 <$ 128-138 (148); 4 9 127.5-144 mm. 

Dicrurus ccerulescens coerulescens (Linnaeus). The White-bellied Drongo. 

Found in such situations as frequented by the last, but singly or in pairs. 
Wing measurements 5 ^ 116-127; 7 9 115-122.5 mm. 

Chaptia aenea malayensis’ A. Hay. The Southern Bronzed Drongo. 

A common element of the hunting bands, in pairs or small flocks. 

Wing measurements 6 c? 111.5-122.5; 5 9 111-118 mm. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New B'irds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, True. Biol. Sac., 
Washington , 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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Chibia hottentotta londae Koelz 1 . 

Not uncommon in the blooming Bombax trees. 

Dissemurus paradiseus malabaricus (Latham). The Malabar Large Racket- 
tailed Drongo. 

One of the common birds of the forest trees. They occurred in pairs, or 
sometimes there would be a band of 4 or 5. Immature birds seemed to prefer 
dense thickets. 

Wing measurements 6 <3 152-1(32.5; 7 9 140.5-152.5 mm. 

Acrocephalus stentoreus brunnescens (jerdon). The Indian Great Reed-Warbler. 

A single specimen was collected, but several were seen in the grassy edging 
of a small stream near Supa. 

Acrocephalus dumetorum Blyth. Blyth’s Reed-Warbler. 

One of the common birds, and found in most of the habitats. The series 
of collected specimens shows more olive, less brown, than birds in fresh 
fall plumage from Afghanistan, Baltistan and Ladakh. 

Acrocephalus agricola agricola Jerdon. The Paddy-field Warbler. 

A few birds stayed along the grassy border of a small stream running 
through rice fields near Londa. Elsewhere none were seen. They are like a 
topotypical specimen from Madras Presidency. 

Wing measurements 4 55-58.5 mm. 2=7-8, once 6-7. 

Orthotomus sutorius londae Koelz 1 . 

Tailor-birds occurred not uncommonly in pairs, usually in the dry scrub 
and along field borders. 

Franklinia gracilis albogularis (Walden). The Coorg Wren-Warbler. 

The species frequented the open forests and scrub jungle and flocks of 
about 10 were occasionally seen. I follow Whistler ( J.B.N.H.S ., xxxviii, 
p. 468) in using Walden’s name as a trinomial, assuming that my specimens 
are like those of Coorg. 

Wing measurements 6 (43) 45-48.5; 5 9 42-44 (47) mm. 

Hippolais caligata annectans Sushkin. 

A single specimen (wing 58 mm.) was taken in the scrub jungle on 
January 18 and though search was regularly made, no more were seen. This 
bird is darker than specimens I have^from Sidhout and Kodur, in the Madras 
Presidency (topotypical rama ), and from Sind and Punjab. 

Phylloscopus tytleri (Brooks). Tytier’s Willow-Warbler. 

Occasional specimens seen; two collected. 

Phylloscopus nitidus nitidus Blyth. The Green Willow-Warbler. 

Recorded only three times, when specimens were taken : January 26, 
February 27 and March 11. 

Wing measurements 2 61, 61.5; 9 60 mm. 

Phylloscopus nitidus viridanus Blyth. The Greenish Willow-Warbler. 

A common element of the hunting parties. Specimens taken throughout the 
season are in worn plumage 'and some in February were moulting primaries. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc. Biol. Soc, 9 
Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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Phylloscopus magnirostris Blyth. The Large-billed Willow-Warbler. 

A rather rare species. Occurred usually in the heavy forest. 

Wing measurements 2 64; 5 9 58.5-04.5 mm. 

Phylloscopus occipitalis occipitalis (Blyth.). The Large Crowned Willow- 
Warbler. 

A common element of the hunting parties. All specimens collected were 
males. 

Wing measurements 17 <$ 64-70 mm. 

Irena puella puella (Latham). The Fairy Biue-bird. 

A common bird of the forest, often with the hunting parties, and in the fig 
trees, eating the. ripe fruits, along with Orioles, Barbels, Piprisoma, Fruit 
Pigeons, Starlings, Mynas, Ilornbills, Bulbuls, Turdns. Often a half dozen or 
so occurred together. 

Wing measurements 9 J 123-129; 7 9 117.5-126.5 mm. 

A male taken on March 12 had testes enlarged to breeding condition. 

Oriolus oriolus kundoo Sykes. The Indian Oriole. 

Orioles were found commonly, feeding on the fruits of the various species 
of figs, and often also in the flowering Bouibax trees. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 135-147; 6 9 133-143 min. 

Oriolus chinensis diffusus Sharpe. The Indian Black-naped Oriole. 

A single female (wing 147 mm.) was collected on February 3. No others 

were seen. 

Oriolus xanthornus maderaspatanus Franklin. The South Indian Black-headed 
Oriole. 

F'ound usually in the scrub jungle and around clearings. 

Fed less commonly on the figs than O. o. kundoo. 

Wing measurements 10 ($ 129-140; 2 9 I 3 I mm. 

Eulabes religiosa indica (Cuvier). The Southern Crackle. 

The species was not common till mid February, and thereafter flocks of 
2-20 or so were often seen, usually in the lig- or Boinbax trees. Specimens 

appear to be of the Ceylonese race. 

Wing measurements 10 <$ 137-146; 5 9 136-140 mm. 

Pastor roseus (Linnaeus). The Rosy Pastor or Rose-coloured Starling. 

Pastors occurred in parties of half dozen, or even singly, mainly in the 
fields. 

Wing measurements 4 127.5-130.5; 9 I2 3-5 mm. 

Sturnia inalabarica malabarica (Gmelin). The Grey-headed Myna. 

Sturnia malabarica blythii (Jerdon). Blyth’s Myna. 

The species occurred in flocks, often of 25 or more, and were frequently 
seen in the flowering Butea trees. Most of the individuals collected belong 

to the race blythii. 

Temenuchus pagodarum sylvestris (Hodgson). 

Like the Rosy Pastors, this species kept to the fields. It occurred in 
small groups like that form, but was more often met. It fed in the Bonibax 
often, but rarely in the fig trees. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 106-no; 5 9 99-104 mm. 
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Acridotheres tristis tristis (Linnaeus). The Common Myna. 

In habits and abundance like the last, except that it was often seen eating 
figs. Specimens taken are not in fresh plumage and are lighter and more 
vinous than fresh Afghan birds. 

Wing measurements 6 148-153; 6 9 139-147 mm. 

j€thiopsar fuscus mahrattensis (Sykes). The Southern Jungle Myna. 

Commoner than the last; common in the fig trees. 

Wing measurements 6 126-129; 5 9 121-126 mm. 

Ploceus phiiippinus travancoreensis Whistler. The Travancore Baya or 
Weaver-Bird. 

A single record : a male (wing 71 mm.) taken in a sugar cane patch on 
January 19, 

Lonchura striata estriata Koelz 1 .; 

This was a common bird in the open scrub jungle and in the fields. 
Flocks were met usually containing birds in mature and immature plumage, 
both usually in moult. Breeding specimens were, however, taken throughout our 
stay. 

Lonchura punctulata lineoventer (Hodgson). The Spotted Munia. 

This species also occurred in flocks of adult and juvenile birds and none 
of them were in stable plumage. Moult had usually just begun and in adults 
the primaries were much frayed. Clearings were tiie favorite habitats and 
the Lantana berries were approved food. 

Wing measurements 10 53-58; 8 9 53 - 5“59 mm * 

Erythrina erythrina kubanensis (Laubmann). 

Common in flocks, pf up to about 25, usually about clearings. They often 
fed on the blooms of Butea jrondosa. I have seen an adult male of kubanensis 
from the Caucasus in the collection of the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
which fits into the series of specimens collected from Londa and from the 
mountain districts of the Punjab, Ladakh and Afghanistan. Roseatus is a 
more saturated form that breeds farther east and occurs in winter in the 
Nilgiris and Palnis. 

Gymnoris xanthocollis xanthocollis (Burton). The Yellow-throated Sparrow. 

Common in the scrub jungle and about the clearings. Breeding had begun 
in late February. 

Wing measurements 10 81-89; 6 9 78-81 mm. 

Passer domesticus indicus Jardine and Selby. The Indian House-Sparrow. ^ 

Except at Londa, there were few House Sparrows, probably because the 
native house architecture is too simple to afford them shelter. 

Wing measurements 4 70.5-74 mm. 

Riparia rupestris (Scopoli). The Crag-Martin. 

An occasional specimen was seen in the air near Castle Rock in early 
March. 

Riparia concolor (Sykes). The Dusky Crag-Martin. 

Seen in pairs, most often around railroad bridges. 

Wing measurements <3 109; 9 I0 7 mm. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc. Biol. Soc., 
Washington , 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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Hirundo smithii filifera Stephens. The Indian Wire-tailed Swallow. 

A common species, often seen in early morning on the telegraph wires 
beside a clearing. Breeding had begun in mid January. 

Wing measurements 5 112-118; 5 9 m-114 mm. 

Birds from North India and Afghanistan average larger. The intensity of 
head color is variable. 

Hirundo daurica nipalensis Hodgson. Hodgson’s Striated Swallow. 

The commonest swallow. Large flocks often were hunting over the clearings 
or resting on the telegraph wires. Sometimes swarming ants would cause a k 
congregation to spend hours over a forest area. Mostly the individuals taken 
were in various stages of moult. 

Wing measurements 8 (105) 112-119; 4 9 113-117.5 mm. 

Hirundo daurica erythropygia Sykes. Sykes’s Striated Swallow. 

A female (wing 108 mm.) that appears to be of this race was taken on 
January 11. 

Motacilla alba dukhunensis Sykes. The Indian White Wagtail. 

Species of Motacilla, along with Dendronanthus and Cyanosylvia came in 
large numbers to roost in a small patch of sugar cane near Londa. The 
various forms probably came from afar because some of them were rarely 
seen during the day. 

This was not a common Wagtail but one or a few could usually be found 
in some wet rice fields. Specimens taken in March were moulting to breeding 
dress. 

Wing measurements $ 90.5; 5 9 83.5-88 mm. 

Motacilla alba personata Gould. The Masked Wagtail. 

Rather rarer than the last. 

Wing measurements c? 91 ; 3 9 88 mm. 

Motacilla maderaspatensis maderaspatensis Gmelin. The Large Pied Wagtail. 

A common form, found in pairs, usually along the larger streams with 
open banks. March birds were breeding. 

Wing measurements 7 $ 97-101.5; 6 9 9 2 " 97-5 mm. 

Motacilla cinerea caspica (Gmelin). The Eastern Grey Wagtail. 

Found in such situations as frequented by the last, but singly or in pairs. 

Wing measurements $ 84; 10 9 78-82 mm. 

Motacilla flava beema Sykes. The Indian Blue-headed Wagtail. 

Rather common in the dry rice fields. A few of the specimens, all in 
winter dress, have a yellowish supercilium. 

Motacilla flava thunbergi Billberg. The Grey-headed Wagtail. 

Rather abundant in the roosting parties. 

Wing measurements 2 82 mm. 

Motacilla citreola werae Buturlin. 

One of the commonest Wagtails. Specimens were mostly in immature 
plumage. 

Wing measurements 7 80-83 '•> 2 9 7 2 » 78 mm. 

Dendronanthus indica (Gmelin). The Forest Wagtail. 

Abundant in the roosting parties and rather common in the open forest 
and along streams where a few could be flushed from the ground. Usually 
they were very shy in the day time. * 

Wing measurements 10 $ 79-83 ; 6 9 76-81.5 mm. 
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Anthus trivialis trivialis (Linnaeus). The Tree-Pipit. 

Flocks of up to about io individuals were common in the clearings. Most 
of the specimens taken were moulting. 

Wing measurements 4 86-90; 13 9 83-86 (89) mm. 

Anthus hodgsoni inopinatus Hartert and Steinbacher. 

Common in flocks like the last, but in the scrub jungle, not in the 
openings. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 84-88; 7 9 80-85 mm. 

Anthus rufulus malayensis Eyton. The Malay Pipit. 

Common in pairs in the fields. Breeding had begun in early January. 

Wing measurements 11 S 80.5-84; 2 9 79 , 81 mm. 

Anthus campestris godlewskii Taczanowski. 

Seen only on the pasture plain at Jagalbed, where a flock of perhaps 20 
arrived on March 9. 

Wing measurements 3 C 92-94 mm. 

Galerida raalabarica propinqua Koelz 1 . 

Common in pairs in the fields. Birds were breeding all during our stay, 
and on January 27 a full fledged young was collected. 

Zosterops palpebrosa salimalii Whistler. The White-eye. 

Not found until mid February when it was common in certain blooming 
trees in the scrub forest. 

Wing measurements 10 C 53-56; 4 9 5 2_ 55 mm. 

Leptocoma lotenia (Linnaeus). Loten’s Sunbird. 

Rare except in the scrub jungle around Castle Rock where breeding pairs 
were found in early March. 

Wing measurements 3 $ 57*58.5 ; 2 9 54 , 55 mm. 

Leptocoma asiatica brevirostris (Blanford). The Sind Purple Sunbird. 

Common. They frequented the Butect frondosa blooms as well as the less 
showy flowers of forest trees, shrubs and climbers. . Some specimens were 
breeding all during our stay and full fledged young were seen and collected. 
Some males taken were not yet in full plumage in early March and many 
were in full plumage on our arrival. 

Wing measurements 16 54.5-59; 8 9 5 I_ 54*5 mm * 

I have 16 males and 8 females from Londa, mostly in adult plumage, 
except that four of the January males are moulting to adult plumage and one 
March bird lias not completed the change. Compared with 4 adult males and 
a female from Kalaigulaman, Afghanistan and a series from Sind ( brevirostris ), 
11 males, including, all the immature ones and 6 females (one juvenile) have 
bills that match closely in length and depth those of Sind and Afghanistan. 

I have a pair of birds from Dacca, Bengal which shpuld be intermedia, 
and a pair from Patna, Bihar, a male from Benares, U.P., and a female 
from near Darjeeling which may be like typical asiatica = Gurgaon. These birds 
have heavier, not longer bills, than the 6 males and a female from Londa 
that do not match the brevirostris just mentioned. I can see no color differ¬ 
ences in the males of these groups, but the female from Dacca and that from 
Darjeeling are richer yellow below than any of the others, except juveniles 
from Londa. It may be that brevirostris is distinguished by a somewhat 
weaker bill and extends along the west coast of India, and that intermedia 
is separable by richer color of females, not males. 


1 Waller Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc, Bioh Soa 
Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82, 
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Leptocoma minima (Sykes). The Small Sunbird. 

Common, and found like the last, except that it did not frequent the 
Bute a trees. Specimens taken in mid February were breeding. 

Wing measurements 14 44-48; 9 9 4 2 * 5 - 45*5 mm. 

Leptocoma zeylonica (Linnaeus). The Purple-rumped Sunbird. 

Found mostly in the scrub jungle and not so common as the two last. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 54-56; 2 9 54 mm. 

Arachnothera longirostra vantynei Koelz 1 . 

Rare. Breeding pairs were found in March in the heavy jungle of the 
river bottoms near Supa and Castle Rock. 

Dicaeum concolor subflavum Stuart Baker. The Belgaum Flower-pecker. 

A common bird feeding chiefly in the Loranthus. Specimens taken in early 
March were breeding. Whistler ( J.B.N.H.S. , xxxvii, p. 284) is probably right 
in considering subflavum a synonym of concolor. These specimens are virtually 
topotypical and are like birds from the foothills of the Nilgiris, except possibly 
they are paler. 

Wing measurements 6 45-49; 11 9 44-47 mm. 

Piprisoma agile saturatior Koelz 1 . 

Not uncommon. Fed on the flowers, like Leptocoma asiatica , but also on 
the figs. Specimens taken in early March were breeding. 

Pitta brachyura brachyura (Linnaeus). The Indian Pitta. 

Rare, though there were extensive habitats, apparently suitable. 

Wing measurements 2 <3 108, 109 mm. 

Picus chlorolophus chlorigaster Jerdon. The Southern Indian Small Yellow- 
naped Woodpecker. 

Found singly or in pairs in the forest. Sometimes not met for several days. 

Wing measurements 10 S 120-127.5 ; 8 9 120-127 mm. 

Dryobates mahrattensis mahrattensis (Latham). The Southern Yellow-fronted 
Pied Woodpecker. 

Not uncommon, in pairs, in the scrub jungle. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 98-103 ; 3 9 99-101 mm. 

Dryobates hardwickii hardwickii (Jerdon). The Southern Indian Pigmy Wood¬ 
pecker. 

Rather common, singly or in pairs in the forest, often with the hunting 
parties. 

Wing measurements 8 < 3 * 74-77*5; 4 9 75-78 mm. 

Micropternus brachyurus jerdonii (Malherbe). The Southern Rufous Wood¬ 
pecker. 

Rather common, in pairs, in the forest. They were often seen attacking the 
paper nests of ant colonies in the bamboo. 

Wing measurements 8 126-131, 8 9 125-130.5 mm. 

Brachypternus benghaiensis woodi Koelz 1 . 

Not uncommon, usually at the edge of clearings. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New B'irds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc. Biol , Soc ., 

Washington* 52, June 5, 1939, pp* 61-82. 
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Dinopium javanense malabaricum Kinnear and Whistler. The Malabar Golden- 
backed Three-toed Woodpecker. 

Found only in the heavy forest of the river bottoms. There it \vas not 
uncommon, singly or in pairs. 

Wing measurements 4 $ 138.5-143 ; 3 9 I 39~ I 43 mm. 

Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus socialis Koelz. 

Probably the commonest and also most conspicuous woodpecker, usually 
found in pairs, or often in groups of up to 6, in the forest or scrub jungle. 
On February 23 a male in first plumage was taken. 

Wing measurements 10 152-159; 8 9 152-162 mm. 

Hemicircus canente cordatus Jerdon. The Malabar Heart-spotted Wood¬ 
pecker. 

Common, singly or in pairs in the scrub jungle. 

Wing measurements 8 $ 92-97; 8 9 88-93 mm. 

Macropicus javensis hodgsonii (Jerdon). The Malabar Great B'lack Woodpecker. 

Occasionally found in the clearings, or scrub jungle, singly or in pairs. 
The birds were not noisy and must often have been overlooked. Excavations 
probably made by them were common enough. 

Wing measurements 4 213-220; 2 9 224, 226 mm. 

Vi via innominatus (Hartert). 

Rare, only 3 specimens observed. A female taken on January 30 was laying. 

Wing measurements 3 9 58-60 mm. 

Thereiceryx viridis (Boddaert). The Small Green Barbet. 

A common bird. They fed extensively on figs. Birds taken in late Jaunary 
were beginning to breed. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 97-104; 5 9 ( 9 2 ) mo-102 mm. 

Xantholaema haemacephala confusa Koelz 1 . 

Not common and seen only in January when they were feeding on figs. 
Specimens taken were in breeding condition. 

Xantholsema malabarica (Blvth). The Crimson-throated Barbet. 

A common species, always to be found among the ripe figs. Breeding 
specimens were taken from mid January. 

Wing measurements 9 $ 78-83.5 ; 4 9 79"82 mm. 

Penthoceryx sonneratii sonneratii Latham. The Banded Bay Cuckoo. 

Not noticed until late February, when the call was occasionally heard. In 
March the birds were noisier and they called commonly in the heavy forest 
around Jagalbed. 

Wing measurements 2 121.5, 123.5 mm * 

Eudynamis scolopaceus scolopaceus (Linnaeus). The Indian Koel. 

Considered rare until March when their calls were heard frequently. The 
favourite habitat appeared to be mango trees in the clearings. 

Wing measurements 3 $ 187-194; 3 9 178.5-186 mm. 

Rhopodytes viridirostris (Jerdon). The Small Green-billed Malkoha. 

Rarely seen, then singly or in pairs. They frequented the openings with 
,/ense Lantana growths where pursuit of them was impossible. 

Wing measurements 135 mm. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’, Proc . Biol. Sue., 

Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp 61-82. 
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Centropus sinensis parroti Stresemann. The Southern Crow-Pheasant. 

Rather common. Occurred usually in the thickets along clearings and 
along streams. 

Wing measurements 8 d 177-196; 3 9 191-213 nim. 

Psittacula krameri borealis Neumann. The Eastern Rose-ringed Paroquet. 

Not common, the pairs or even small flocks were occasionally seen in 
the Bombax or Batea trees. Collected specimens have as large a wing as 
Punjab specimens, which Whistler (/ .B.N.H.S., xxxvii, p. 752) says should 
be called borealis. 

Wing measurements 3 d 175*178; 9 164 mm. ; 9 adult d 170-179 (186) ; 
9 169 mm., from Sira, Hissar Dt. and Bhadwar, Kangra Dt. 

Psittacula cyanocephala cyanocephala (Linnaeus). The Western Blossom¬ 
headed Paroquet. 

Common. Often seen in the Butea frondosa where it fed on flowers and 
seeds. A female taken on February 14 had nearly all the body-feathers worn 
to the midrib, with no moult. A young male taken on March 4 shows only a 
few rosy feathers over the right eye. Breeding specimens were taken in late 
January. Collected specimens have longer tails than Ceylon birds, and aro 
not so yellow below. 

Wing measurements 5 adult d I37-5-I43-5 ; 6 9 128-137.5 mm. 

Psittacula columboides (Vigors). The Blue-winged Paroquet. 

Not seen except in the extensive forests about Jagalbed. They often fed 
in the fig trees, but it was difficult to approach them. 

Wing measurements 2 $ 143, 144; 4 9 134-140 mm. 

Coryllis vernalis rubropygius Stuart Baker. The Malabar Loriquet. 

Not uncommon ; most often seen in the fig trees. Pairs were usually 
found together. Specimens taken in March were breeding. 

Wing measurements 12 d 86-96; 4 9 91-95.5 mm. 

Coracias benghalensis indica Linnaeus. The Southern Indian Roller. 

Not uncommon in the open country. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 179-183; 3 9 176-179 mm. 

Merops orientalis orientalis Latham. The Common Indian Bee-eater. 

Common in the open country, often in pairs or small flocks. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 93-96.5 ; 9 9 90-92.5 mm. 

Merops superciliosus javanicus Horsfield. The Blue-tailed Bee-eater. 

Rather common in the river bottoms where they hunted from the tips of 
tall bamboos or dry trees. The birds were usually in parties of up to half 
dozen. 

Wing measurements 3 $ 131-134; 5 9 120.5-126.5 mm. 

Merops leschenaulti leschenaulti Vieillot. The Chestnut-headed Bee-eater. 

Found with the last, likewise in parties; probably more numerous. 

Wing measurements 7 d 105-110.5; 8 9 104-107.5 mm. 

Alcemerops athertoni athertoni (Jardine and Selby). The Blue-bearded Bee-eater. 

Seen but three times, singly, always in the heavy timber. 

Wing measurements d 135 mm. 

Ceryle rudls Ieucomelanura Reichenbach. The Indian Pied Kingfisher. 

Frequented the large streams, such as the Crocodiles lived in. As King¬ 
fishers go, not rare. Specimens of late January had sex organs in breeding 
condition. The plumage is somewhat worn but it seems that the amount of 
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white is probably ns in the typical Ceylonese form. The black is not so 
sooty as in the Travancore race travancoreensis. 

Wing measurements 4 ^ 134-138; 3 9 140-145 mm. 

Alcedo atthis bengalensis Gmelin. The Common Indian Kingfisher. 

Alcedo atthis taprobana Kleinschmidt. 

Found along the streams, large and small, open or in the heavy forest. 
Of 15 specimens collected only 3 belong to the richly-coloured race, taprobana, 
unless they should be immature. 

Wing measurements 7 <5 68.5-71 ; 3 9 69.5-71 mm. and 3 68-71.5 mm., 

respectively. 

Alcedo meninting asiatica Swainson. Reavan’s Kingfisher. 

Rather uncommon. Found almost exclusively along the streams in heavy 
cover. 

Ceyx tridactyius tridactylus (Pallas). The Three-toed Kingfisher. 

Found only in the heavy forest along nearly dry trickles where it fed on 
crustaceans, etc. 

Wing <$ 56, 2 9 58.5 nun. 

Specimens appear indistinguishable from those from Sikkim, Malay and 
Hainan. 

Ramphalcyon capensis gurial (Pearson). The Brown-headed Stork-billed King¬ 
fisher. 

Found along the larger more open streams. One of the common Kingfishers. 

Wing measurements 3 <5 147-153 ; 3 9 1 55- 1 62.5 mm. 

Halcyon smyrnensis fusca (Boddaert). The Indian White-breasted Kingfisher. 

A common Kingfisher, found in fish-producing waters more frequently than 
usual. 

Wing measurements 7 c? 115.5-123.5; 8 9 118-124 mm. 

Halcyon pileata Boddaert. The Black-capped Kingfisher. 

Rare and found only in growing ricefields around Supa. 

Wing measurements 2 <$ 131.5, 132 mm. 

These specimens average somewhat darker than Chinese birds. 

Dichoceros bicornis (Linnaeus). The Great Indian Hornbill. 

A single specimen was seen at Jagalbed on February 25. 

Hydrocissa coronatus (Baddaert). The Malabar Pied Hornbill. 

Not rare in the heavy timber, often in flocks of 20 or so, when feeding or 
roosting. They were often noisy and always shy. 

Wing measurements (j 1 332 ; 3 9 290-309 mm. 

Tockus birostris birostris (Scopoli). The Common Grey Hornbill. 

One was collected and one other seen. 

Wing measurements 9 202 nun. 

Tockus griseus griseus (Latham). The Malabar Grey Hornbill. 

Common, in pairs, usually in the lighter, drier forests. They fed heavily 
on the various figs. When travelling they were often noisy. Their call is 
like crazy laughter. 

Wing measurements 2 $ 211, 218; 8 9 185-193 mm. 

Upupa epops epops Linnaeus. The European Hoopoe. 

Two females were collected, one February 24, one March 7. 

Wing measurements 139.5, 144 mm. 
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Upupa epops ceylonensis Reichenbach. The Ceylon Hoopoe. 

Rather rare, usually in pairs. February birds showed swelling gonads. 

Wing measurements 6 <5 122-142 ; 9 122 nim. 

Harpactes fasciatus malabaricus (Gould). The Malabar Trogon. 

Common, usually in pairs, in the dry forest. 

Wing measurements 9 ^ 123-129; 6 9 123-131 mm.' 

Apus melba. The Alpine Swift. 

Large flocks passed regularly over the town of Londa, headed south, at 
about 8.30 a.m. They were usually out of gun range and none were ever 
taken. 

Indicapus sylvaticus (Tickell). The White-rumped Spinetail. 

Rather local and in small colonies. They were nesting in February in 
holes in dead palms ( Caryota mens). 

Wing measurements $ 113; 4 9 112-116 mm. 

Hemiprocne coronata (Tickell). The Indian Crested Swift. 

Not uncommon. Seen hawking over the fields with the swallows or travelling 
in the higher strata. 

Wing measurements 3 $ 146-155 ; 9 157-5 mm. 

Caprimulgus macrourus atripennis Jerdon. Jerdon’s Long-tailed Nightjar. 

Rather common. Seen most often at night sitting on the ground in the 
fields. In the day time specimens were most often found on the ground in 
the scrub jungle. 

Wing measurements 4 <$ 170-181 ; 3 9 175-186 mm. 

Caprimulgus indicus indicus Latham. The Indian Jungle Nightjar. 

About like the last. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 182-191.5; 5 9 185-191.5 mm. 

Caprimulgus monlicolus monticolus Franklin. Franklin’s Nightjar. 

Commonest of the Goatsuckers and found with the others. 

Wing measurements 6 187-201.5; 12 9 182.5-196 mm. 

Tyto alba crypta Koelz 1 . 

Only 3 specimens seen, taken from under a railroad bridge on January 26, 
27 and 29. 

Wing measurements 2 $ 262, 297; 9 2 93 nim. 

Strix indranee indranee Sykes. The Brown Wood-Owl. 

Found only in the heavy forest. Only one specimen was obtained. 

Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonensis (Gmelin). The Ceylon Brown Fish-Owl. 

A common species that was usually found in pairs. Food consisted mainly 
of fish and crustaceans, but one individual had eaten a small mammal. 

Wing measurements 7 355-398; 3 9 370-379 mm. 

These skins appear as dark as Ceylonese. 

Bubo bengalensis (Franklin). The Indian Great Horned-Owl. 

One could be heard calling occasionally at night but none were ever seen. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’ Proc. Bio 1 . Soc., 

Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp- 61-82. 
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Otus bakkamcena bakkamoena Pennant. The Ceylon Collared Scops Owl. 

Around Jagalbed in late February and early March birds could be heard 
commonly, but they kept to the bamboos and few were seen. 

Wing measurements 9 148 mm. 

Otus sunia rufipennis (Sharpe). The Indian Scops Owl. 

Probably commoner than the last. At Jagalbed sometimes four could be 
heard from camp. They began singing in late January. They often sang from 
the mango trees and sometimes could be heard in the day time in the bamboo. 

Wing measurements $ 127 mm. 

Glaucidium radiatum. The Jungle Owlet. 

Not common, but after January one could be heard almost every night. 
In March they began to sing in the day time. Two males were taken (wing 
131 mm.). They are intermediate in color between radiatum and malabaricum . 

Sarcogyps calvus (Scopoli). The Black Pondicherry or King Vulture. 

Occasionally seen at camp, attracted by refuse. Usually single individuals 
came, sometimes 3. They were shy and only one was killed. 

Gyps fulvus fulvescens Hume. The Indian Griffon Vulture. 

Observed only at Jagalbed when on February 18 some 50 had gathered at 
a carcass. One was collected. 

Pseudogyps bengalensis (Gmelin). The White-backed or Bengal Vulture. 

The common Vulture that always came to camp for bird meat. One was 
preserved. 

Neophron percnopterus (Linnaeus). The Egyptian or Large White, Scavenger 
Vulture. 

Rare and only an occasional individual was seen ; none killed. 

Falco tinnunculus objurgatus Stuart Baker. The Indian Kestrel. 

Kestrels were not common but an individual or two could usually be found 
in a day’s walking, usually in large clearings. Of four pairs collected, all 
but one male may be referable to the heavily-barred race objurgatus. The 

exception may be tinnunculus. Food of four specimens was insects, mainly 
Orthoptera. Two had eaten skinks. 

Wing measurements 4 S 233-248 ; 4 9 247-263 mm. 

Aquila rapax vindhiana Franklin. The Indian Tawny Eagle. 

Judged by experience in Sind and the Punjab, the bird was rare. 

Occasionally one came to camp and sometimes 2 or 3 could be seen soaring. 

Only one was killed. 

Aquila clanga Pallas. The Greater Spotted Eagle. 

Rare. Only one taken. 

Lophotriorchis kienerii kienerii (Sparre). The Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle. 

Only one specimen seen, one taken on February 21. It flew out to pick 
up a bird. The feathers of one were found around a village later. 

Spizaetus cirrhatus ceylanensis (Gmelin). The Ceylon Crested Hawk-Eagle. 

Not common and usually very shy. Male taken on January 21, wing 384 mm. 

Spilornis cheela melanotis (Jerdon). The Crested Serpent Eagle. 

One of the commonest hawks. Often a pair stayed together. The birds 
sometimes were seen soaring about, high up, but more often came to notice 
from their habit of screaming when perched on some high vantage point. 
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They never screamed when resting in dense foliage. Is it possible that snakes 
respond to the vibrations of their cry? Food of specimens taken was often 
snakes, but as often skinks, once a large grasshopper and once a large mantis. 
A male taken on March 9 had testes in breeding condition. Only one bird 
in immature whitebreasted plumage was taken. 

Wing measurements 6 411-430; 6 $ 405-431 mm. 

Butastur teesa (Franklin). The White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle. 

A common species, found most often about the fields. Specimens taken were 
adults and birds in immature plumage. Food was most often frogs or skinks. 
One had eaten mice. 

Wing measurements 7 <$ 279-291 ; 9 9 288-317 mm. 

Haliastur indus indus (Boddaert). The Brahminy Kite. 

Not common. I have found the species most commonly in marshes or pools, 
and such habitats about Londa were rare. Specimens taken had eaten mostly 
shrimps and frogs, but one had eaten an Ardeola grayii. 

Wing measurements $ 391 ; 4 9 378-414 mm. 

Milvus migrans govinda Sykes. The Common Pariah Kite. 

Common. One collected, 9 wing 419 mm. 

Milvus migrans lineatus (Gray). The Black-eared Kite or Large Indian 
Kite. 

Three females were taken, wing 459, 491, 510 nun. 

Elanus cseruleus vociferus (Latham). The Black-winged Kite. 

Rather rare. An occasional specimen was found where there was a high 
dead limb to perch on in a clearing growing up to bushes. 

Wing measurements $ 257; 2 9 268, 270 mm. 

Circus macrourus (S. G. Gmelin). The Pale Harrier. 

Rather common. Harriers of all species were seen hunting over the fields 
or resting in the trees at their edge. Specimens collected had no food or had 
eaten birds. 

Wing measurements 2 325, 355; 6 9 355-370 111m. 

Circus pygargus Linnaeus. Montague’s Harrier. 

A single specimen taken, 9 ) wing 379 mm. Food: grasshoppers. 

Circus melanoleucos (Pennant). The Pied Harrier. 

A single specimen, <5 in immature dress, was taken. 

Wing 344 mm. Food insects. 

Circus asruginosus asruginosus (Linnaeus). The Mash-Harrier. 

Not so common as C. macrourus and seen most often around the wet 
fields near Supa. 

Wing measurements juv. $ 393 ; ad. 9 395 mm. 

Accipiter badius dussumieri (Temminck). The Indian Shikra. 

Rather common. Found usually in the clearings, most often along streams, 
where it fed on insects and skinks. Only one specimen had eaten birds : a 
Munia. In late February birds with sex organs in breeding condition were 
collected. 

Wing measurements 12 S 173*199; 9 $ 199-209 mm. 

Accipiter trivirgatus trivirgatus (Temminck). The Crested Goshawk. 

Not uncommon, usually in the forest where it was oftenest found perched 
in a tree. All specimens taken had eaten only birds. One had eaten a Gallus 
sonneratii cock and one a Galloperdix. 

Wing measurements 2 202, 210; 6 9 225-237 nun. 

In size the specimens are apparently intermediate with rufitinctus. 
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Accipiter nisus nisosimilis (Tickcfi). The Asiatic Sparrow-Hawh. 

Rare. 

Wing measurements 2 cT 202, 212 ; 9 -50.5 llinl - 

Acccipiter virgatus besra Jerdon. The Southern Besra Sparrow-Hawh. 

Of the same habitat preferences as A. irivirgatus, but not found so 
commonly. 

Wing measurements <$ 158.5; 3 9 185-188 mm. 

Pernis ptilorhynchus ruficollis Lesson. The Indian Crested Honey-Buzzard. 

Probably not uncommon in the heavy forest. Four specimens taken differ 
in plumage, and vary from the form with dark underparts to the form with 
white streaked underparts. These can be matched phase for phase in a series 
of skins from the Kangra ' District, Punjab, and it may be that the various 
stages of plumage reflect age. Food : bees, larvae, comb, are usual. Three 
birds taken in March were breeding. 

Wing measurements 2 ^ 403, 419, 2 9 4 2 °> A 21 mm - 

Crocopus phoenicopterus chlorigaster (Blyth). The Southern Green Pigeon. 

Rare. Pairs were seen on three occasions in late January, all breeding birds. 
They fed on fig fruit, as did all the other Fruit Pigeons. 

Wing measurements 2 183, 190; 9 178.5 mm. 

Dendrophassa pompadora affinis (Jerdon). The Grey-fronted Green Pigeon. 

The commonest of the Fruit Pigeons. In favourable fig trees flocks of 20-30 
congregated to feed on the fruits, specimens taken in late January were 

breeding. 

Wing measurements 10 S 137*5-14 7 \ 5 9 142-149 mm. 

Ducula badia cuprea (Jerdon). Jerdon’s Imperial Pigeon. 

A single bird ( 9 , wing 218 mm.), was noted. 

Muscadivora aenea pusilla (Blyth). The Ceylon Imperial Green Pigeon. 

Common in the heavy forest. Flocks of up to 25 used to feed in certain 
lofty trees. I never saw them eating figs. They were shy when feeding 

and could usually be killed only when flying to feed in the morning. One 
specimen in mature plumage dissected almost immediately on killing had no 
trace of sex organs. Specimens arc intermediate in size with aylvatica . 

Wing measurements 3 <$ 222-226; 6 9 213-225 mm. 

Chalcophaps indica indica (Linnaeus). The Indian Emerald Dove. 

Not rare in the heavy forest. They were oftenest seen as pairs or indi¬ 

viduals feeding oh the forest roads. Spcimens taken average more bronzed 
than those from Malay and east. 

Wing measurements 3 <$ 146-154; 5 9 135-148 mm. 

Streptopelia orientalis meena (Sykes). The Indian Rufous Turtle-Dove. 

Common. During the warm part of the day small flocks stayed together, 
usually in the mango trees along streams. They fed mornings and afternoons 
in the dry ricefields and were always shy. Specimens taken resemble breeding 
birds of Lahul, Punjab. 

Wing measurements 8 185-193 ; 8 9 I 79* I 95 mm. 

Streptopelia orientalis sylvicola Koelz 1 . 

This race was found only in the Castle Rock area where they were breeding 
in country covered with thick evergreen bushes and feeding with the preceding 
in the rice fields. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’ Broc. Biol. Soc. f 

Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82, 
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Streptopelia chinensis suratensis (Gmelin). The Indian Spotted Dove. 

Common. Flocks were oiten seen feeding in the rice fields. Collected 
specimens are in juvenile plumage, or are adults, the last for the most part 
breeding. 

Wing measurements 5 adult 130.5-145; 5 juvenile J 125-133; 9 adult 
9 I-27-I37-5; 4 juvenile 9 129-134 mm. 

Pavo cristatus Linnaeus. The Common Peafowl. 

The natives said peafowl occurred in certain places in the district but we 
saw no evidence of them. 

Gallus sonneratii Tcmminck. The Grey Jungle-Fowl. 

Common, singly or in small groups, anti exceedingly wary around human 
habitations. Only along the road through the heavy forest was it possible to 
collect specimens at all easily. 

Wing measurements b ad. $ 225-247 ; 5 9 187-196 mm. 

Galloperdix spadicea spadices (Gmelin). The Red Spur-Fowl. 

Common, in pairs; wary. Spurfowls keep to" more open country than the 
Jungleiowls and were most often seen in the scrub. 

Wing measurements 6 $ 147-156; 4 9 141-151 mm. 

Perdicula asiatica vidali Whistler. 

Common in small flocks in the grassy scrub. 

Wing measurements 8 $ ^ 3 - 5“99 ; 3 9 &0-83 mm. 

Amaurornis phoenicurus phcenicurus (Pennant). The White-breasted Water- 
Hen. 

Commonly seen along the small streams. When disturbed they either ran 
for cover or flew into a thick bamboo and climbed about in the interior. 

Metopidius indicus (Latham). The Bronze-winged Jacana. 

One was collected at a little weedy pool near Londa on February 14. 

Gallinula chloropus indicus Blyth. The Indian Moorhen. 

One was taken on the pool mentioned above on February 4. 

Burhinus cedicnemus mayri Koelz 1 . 

Stone-Curlews were constantly in evidence at night from their call, when 

they came to feed in the clearings. They apparently hunted beetles around 
the cattle-dung. During the day they were seldom seen. In January individuals 
or even small flocks could occasionally be found resting on the outcrop-rocks 
of certain brushy knolls and the natives said that they regularly congregated 
at such places in the winter. In February they had segregated into pairs and 
then were secretive. A female taken on March 12 was laying. They 

apparently nest in the scrub jungle. 

Charadrius dubius curonicus Gmelin. The European Little Ringed Plover. 

A few individuals were occasionally seen in the growing ricefields. 

Wing measurements $ 109.5; 2 9 JI 3 mm. v 

Lobivanellus indicus indicus (Boddaert). The Indian Red-Wattled Lapwing. 

Rather common, usually in pairs, in the clearing. Sometimes they were 

also found on the rock outcroppings frequented in winter by Burhinus. 

Wing measurements 4 218-229; 4 9 212-232 mm. 


1 Walter Koelz, ‘New Birds from Asia, Chiefly from India’ Proc. Biol. Soc ., 
Washington, 52, June 5, 1939, pp. 61-82. 
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Lobipluvia malabarica (Boddaert). The Yellow-wattled Lapwing. 

Found only on the pasture plain at Jagalbed where several pairs were 
breeding. 

Tringa ochrophus Linnaeus. The Green Sandpiper. 

Found not uncommonly along the streams and standing water. 

Tringa glareola Linnaeus. The Wood-Sandpiper. 

Found most often in the growing rice, and there not uncommon. 

Tringa hypoleucos (Linnaeus). The Common Sandpiper. 

Common along the streams. A specimen taken had albinistic primaries on 
both wings. 

Scolopax rusticoia indica Hodgson. 

Borings were common along the soft banks of certain streams and absent 
on others. On February io, 2 birds were collected along one of these 
favourable streams and tnereafter no more came. The only sight records that 
do not concern these specimens were made on February 10 and 28, March 10, 
when single birds were seen at widely separated localities. 

These specimens and others that 1 have seen from the Nilgiris and the 
Kangra District of F'unjab, differ sufficiently in my opinion, to be recognized 
subspecifically and I think that Flodgson’s name Scolopax indicus ( J.A.S.B ., 
vi, 1837, p. 496) of Nepal, should be used for them. The Indian birds are 
darker, especially above, and have more black in the markings. The feet 
average heavier. 

Capella stenura -(Bonaparte). The Pintail Snipe. 

Rather common in the rice fields. 

Wing measurements 5 9 127-136 mm. 

Phalacrocorax niger (Vieillot). The Little Cormorant. 

Not rare along the larger streams. 

Wing measurements 2 $ 202, 204 mm. 

Anhinga melanogaster Pennant. The Indian Darter or Snake-bird. 

Like the last. No specimens taken. 

Pseudibis papillosus (Tenuninck). The Indian Black Ibis. 

A single specimen was seen on March 10. 

Dissoura episcopa episcopa (Boddaert). The White-necked Stork. 

Not rare; singly or in small groups; shy. 

Wing measurements <$ 481 ; 2 9 480, 4 ^ 2 mm * 

Leptoptilos javanicus (Horsfield). The Smaller Adjutant. 

Two individuals were feeding in a ricefield on February 20. No others 
were seen. 

Ardea cinerea Linnaeus. The Common Grey Heron. 

Occasional individuals were seen along the larger streams, but they were 
too shy to approach. 

Bgretta intermedia intermedia (Wagler). The Indian Smaller Egret. 

A flock of about 30 stayed in a ricefield near Castle Rock. Elsewhere only 
stragglers were seen. 

Wing measurements 293 mm. 
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Egretta garzetta garzetta (Linnaeus). The Little Egret. 

Rather rare and seen only singly. 

Wing measurements 2 $ 271, 275 mm. 

Bubulcus ibis coromandus (Boddaert). The Cattle Egret. 

Not rare, attending the pasturing flocks on suitable plains. 

Wing measurements $ 250; 3 9 237-240 mm. 

Ardeola grayii (Sykes). The Indian Pond-Heron. 

Common, and found wherever there was water. Since puddles and pools 
were rare, the birds frequented running water more generally than they 
usually do. 

Wing measurements 5 $ 209-224; 9 I 9°*5 mm. 

Butorides striatus abbotti Oberholser. 

Not rare, along the larger streams. 

Wing measurements 4 $ 172-176; 4 $ 166-169 mm. 

On the basis of these measurements, the form might be considered javanicus 
(wing 165-180 mm.) but I find on comparison with specimens from the Java 
region that in the latter males have light markings reduced and duller, and 
females have a smaller white wing-spot and whiter underparts. 

Ixobrychus cinnamomeus (Gmelin). The Chestnut Bittern. 

Rather rare. Two specimens taken, and four others seen. 


“New Birds from Asia, chiefly from India 1 ”. 

Under the above title Mr. Walter Koelz has described 63 new races in the 
Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington, Vol. 52, pp. 61-82 (5 June, 
1939) of these new races 17 are described from Afghanistan and 44 from India 
so the paper should be of considerable interest to Ornithologists in India. Un¬ 
fortunately a perusal of the paper leads to considerable disappointment as it 
is evident that Mr. Koelz has not had access to sufficient material to enable 
him to discriminate between good and bad races. 

As these new forms have been described, named and published it is necessary 
to take notice of them. I have therefore been carefully through them and it 
may be of interest to record the results of my examination of the 44 new 
Indian races. These will be examined in detail but before doing this it may 
be well to make two preliminary observations. 

The first is that of the 44 new races no less than 17 are given type localities 
at Londa, Jagalbed and Castle Rock, places which lie just inland from Goa. 
This area was already well known owing to the papers on the South Konkan 
by Vidal (Stray Feathers ix, pp. 1^96), on Belgaum by Butler (S. F. ix 
pp. 367-442) and North Kanara by Davidson ( J.B.N.H.S. , x, pp. 652-679), xii 
pp. 43-71 and good collections made in these areas by these gentlemen are in 

the British Museum. The triangle, roughly 15 miles on a side, formed by 

lines joining Londa, Supa and Castle Rock, which includes the type localities 
of the 17 forms is ornithologically intermediate in character marking the transi¬ 
tion of the South Indian and the South-western humid mountain forms into 
the North Indian and drier Deccan forms. 

The second point to make is that Mr. Koelz makes no attempt to define 
the distribution of his new forms. He fixes a type locality and sometimes 

mentions another locality or two where other specimens were obtained. Had 
he completed his work and attempted to define the distribution of his races 
he would have soon discovered how few of them could stand. 

Now to comment on the new forms :— 

P. 61 . Parus major stupa e (type locality Sanchi, Bhopal). 

It is quite correct that birds from Peninsular India should be separated 
from P. m. mahrattarum (Ceylon). 


1 We publish comments by Mr. H. Whistler on the new races of Indian birds 
described by Mr. W. Koelz, some of which are referred to in the paper printed 
above. —Eds. 
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